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Mrs. Leo Gallien of 


PARTICIPANTS IN DEDICATION CE- 
REMONY in East Derry Thursday include 
\.F.W. Auxiliary, 
donor of new flag and pole to the Taylor 


Library, 


dicated. 


Dedicate Flag And Pole To 


Alan Shepard 


A handsome new flag pole and 
U.S. flag were dedicated in cer- 
emonies before the Taylor Li- 
prary in East Derry Thursday 
in honor of a former Derry boy, 
Alan B, Shepard Jr. who once 
carried books for the library 
when his grandmother was li- 
prarian. 

The ceremonies were con- 
ducted by the Derry V.F.W. 
Post 1617 Auxiliary, which do- 
nated the flag and pole to the 
Library. Present to accept the 
gift on behalf of his fellow trus- 
tees was Alan B. Shepard Sr., 
father of the Astronaut. Also 
present was Mrs. AlanShepard- 
who spoke of former days when 
Alan Jr. helped moved books 
across the street when the li- 
brary was moved from its for- 
mer headquarters in the East 
Derry Town Hall to its present 
location across the street. 

Also present were members 
of the Derry Garden Club who 
landscaped the library with 


In East Derry 


flowers and shrubs this past 
year. They were joined by mem- 
pers of the library board of 
Trustees, who through their 
chairman, Paul Brickett, thank- 
ed the V.F.W. Auxiliary and the 
Garden Club for their gifts. © 

Officially representing the 
V.F.W. and the ladies present 
was Mrs. Leo Gallien, Senior 
Vice President. Mrs. Shepard, 
in thanking those present, told 
the story of when she once met 
the late Adlai Stevenson and he 
remarked how good a reader 
her Astronaut son must be. She 
said she told him much of the 
credit belonged pack in East 
Derry to the small library 
there. | 

During the ceremonies Mrs. 
Arthur Smith, representing the 
V.F.W. Auxiliary read a tele- 


and behind ber Alan B. Shepard, 
trustee and father of Astronaut Alan She- 
pard to whom the flag and pole were de- 


gram from the Astronaut that 
read in part as follows: 
“| wish to express my re- 
grets for being unable to attend 
your dedication. The spacepro- 
gram continues to occupy my. 
attention as our activities 
increase during this summer. I 
can think of no greater honor 
than that which you bestow to- 
day upon me. May we always be . 
proud of both the heritage and 
future of our country which the 
flag so completely symbo- 
lizes.’’ Rise; 
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